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JEFFERSON CITY-- Eight persons in wheelchairs chained themselves to the doors of the
House chamber on Wednesday to protest cuts to the state's health care for the poor.
At the height of a 2 1/2 -hour protest, about 100 angry disabled people, family members
and advocates for the disabled blocked the doorway and one hallway and chanted demands
to meet with Gov. Matt Blunt.
Blunt signed legislation Tuesday that authorizes cuts to Missouri's Medicaid program.
Medicaid uses tax money to pay for health care for 1 million people.
The cut, when considered along with others outlined in various budget proposals approved
in the House and Senate, is expected to eliminate coverage for about 100,000 Missourians.
The legislation signed by the governor would save the state at least $368 million.
Various budget bills under consideration would restore some of the services. Blunt has said
he would use line-item vetoes to thwart such attempts.
About 24,000 elderly and disabled people are expected to lose medical coverage. Others
will have their coverage reduced if they make too much money.
Wednesday's protesters said they had chained themselves to the doorway to draw attention
to those cuts.
Around 2 p.m., the group weaved a metal chain between their wheelchairs and the door
handles of the entrances to the House chamber typically used by Democrats.
Others lined up in the hallway and did their best to block lawmakers, Capitol staff and even
florist delivery people from crossing the barricade.
The group chanted, "We want Blunt," and held up dozens of handmade protest signs.
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Most of the protesters wore bright orange "target" stickers on their foreheads to illustrate
that they had been targets Medicaid cuts.
Capitol police quickly cut and removed the chain, but the sit-in continued the rest of the
afternoon.
John Loyd, the head of an advocacy group called Show-Me ADAPT, organized the sit-in.
ADAPT is a national organization that uses acts of civil disobedience to draw attention to
disability-rights issues.
Blunt was in House Speaker Rod Jetton's office, just down the hall from the House chamber doors, for at least part of the protest. The governor never responded to demands for a
meeting. He was escorted by a dozen Capitol police officers and members of the Missouri
Highway Patrol around the building.
Other officers blocked entrances to Blunt's office and to the Republican entrance to the
House.
Sen. Chuck Graham, a Columbia Democrat, said he'd never seen a protest like it in his nine
years at the Capitol. Other veteran staff members said no one had ever used chains to barricade a chamber door.
Several Democratic lawmakers, including Rep. Ray Salva, a Sugar Creek Democrat, showed
support for the protesters by handing out bottles of water and shaking hands.
"Some people here are griping about them blocking the hall, and they're walking around
people who can't walk," Salva said.
Rep. Sharon Sanders Brooks, a Kansas City Democrat, shouted at the protesters that they
should have blocked the Republicans' door, not the Democrats.
Blunt spokesman Spence Jackson said the governor had met earlier with people concerned
about the Medicaid cuts and received hundreds of phone calls, letters and e-mails. Jackson
said the governor had no plans to respond to the event.
"You have to have a governor with conviction," he said. "He has made difficult decisions,
and they will not be popular with everyone."
Wednesday's protest coincided with Disability Rights Day, a lobbying event in which hundreds of disability advocates and people with disabilities marched outside the Capitol
chanting, "Health care not welfare." and "Why'd you sign 539?" The bill is SB 539.
Loyd said he plans to stage similar protest events in the future.
"We let this governor know we do mean business," Loyd said.
The Medicaid cuts most likely will be implemented July 1.
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